
SCARY FACTS
ABOUT HOME CLEANERS
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1. Only 7% of cleaning products honestly list of all of their ingredients. *

2.  In a 15-year long study, it was found that women who cleaned their homes had a

54% higher death rate from cancer than women who did not. The study concluded that

the increased death rate was due to exposure to hazardous household products. **

3. Some chemicals in cleaning products have been linked to reproductive harm, which

includes changes in sexual behavior, decrease in fertility, menstrual changes, changes

in the onset of puberty, cancers of reproductive organs, miscarriage, premature birth

and other effects. 

4. The Organic Consumers Association reported that in 2000, 10% of all toxic exposures

reported to U.S. Poison Control Centers were due to household cleaners. ***

5. Children are often more vulnerable  to chemicals because their organs and immune

systems are not yet fully developed, and certain chemicals may interfere with the

development of their neurological, endocrine and immune systems. ****

6. Several chemicals present in some household and industrial cleaning products have

been identified as asthma triggers or are known to aggravate existing respiratory

symptoms.*

7. The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health has found that one-third of

the substances used in the fragrance industry are toxic. This includes fragrances in

laundry detergents, hand soaps and all purpose cleaners.

8. Chemicals in cleaning products can enter our bodies by absorption through the skin

or through ingestion of household dust and chemical residues left on dishes and

cutlery. 

9. The Environmental Protection Agency reported that indoor air is 2 to 5 times more

contaminated than outdoor air.

10. The United States Geological Survey found breakdown products of laundry

detergents in 70% of North American streams.  These chemicals can cause harm to

fish, frogs, turtles and other aquatic life.  
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**Toronto Indoor Air Conference of 1990 from a 15+ year study
***National Capital Poison Center
**** Environmental Health Perspectives 106 Supplement 3:787-794 ( June 1998 )


